[image: ] Notable Coaches  [image: ] & Volunteers 
“Making Dreams Come True with Teamwork” 
#building a national championship team together 
KCXC Elite Recognition
At KCXC Elite, we wholeheartedly believe in giving credit where credit is due. Coach Ryan would like to take a moment to recognize some of the key members of our track family. Without their dedication and support, our program simply wouldn’t be the same.
Pedro Cruz
 First, I want to thank a young man I’ve had the privilege of guiding since he was about 10 years old. Pedro Cruz is the true embodiment of our team’s spirit and philosophy—“HEART.” He started with us back in 2007 and quickly became a standout athlete, winning numerous medals and titles. Pedro captured the county cross country meet, the league meet, placed 3rd in the Valley, and competed at the state cross country championships. He was also a member of two National High School AAU teams that placed in the top 3, including the 2016 championship team.
Pedro’s hard work earned him a scholarship to Cal State East Bay, and later a transfer to Chico State University, one of the nation’s most consistent NCAA Division II programs. His personal best in the 10K was an impressive 30:48. Today, Pedro continues to “give back,” coaching in his school district and serving as my indispensable right-hand man. He is proactive in fundraising efforts, ensuring many of our athletes can attend National Championships. Now building his own dynasty at Liberty High School, Pedro continues to lead with humility and tireless dedication.
Veronica Gregory & Cesar Patino
 Next, I want to recognize the dynamic duo of Veronica Gregory and Cesar Patino from Lost Hills Elementary and Middle School. As divisional coaches, they are some of the most faithful and loyal partners I’ve ever worked with. Veronica, who has been with us for four years, was a standout runner herself at Wasco High, narrowly missing a qualifying spot at the Footlocker Western Regional with an 18:12 at Woodward Park. She later earned a scholarship to CSUB. Cesar joined a couple of years later and has proven himself to be an exceptional coach, transforming athletes of all levels into top competitors.
Their humility is inspiring. Time and again, they make sacrifices—accepting less scholarship money, traveling under tough conditions, and never complaining. Instead, they show up consistently, giving their best to the athletes and the team. Their impact goes beyond athletics, helping students grow into outstanding citizens and leaders.
Coach Everardo & the Morningside Family
 We also want to recognize Coach Everardo, his wife, and our entire Morningside family. Coach Everardo, a former state cross country qualifier with over 15 years of coaching experience, has built an incredible group of athletes and parents. Though newer to our community, they have quickly become an essential part of our program.
Despite living 30–40 miles away, the Morningside group has one of the highest attendance rates at both practices and fundraisers. Their families bring energy, discipline, and dedication—helping tremendously at practices, fundraising events, and our Hart Park qualifier. We are truly blessed to have them, and I hope to continue working with Coach Everardo and his athletes for many years to come.
Florentino Abundis
 Another invaluable member of our coaching staff is Florentino Abundis from McFarland. Though humble and often working in the background, Florentino brings incredible knowledge, passion, and service to our program. We are excited to see him grow the McFarland group and provide opportunities for their families and athletes. Leaders like Florentino are the backbone of KCXC Elite. God bless you and your family.
The Lopez Family
 I also want to thank Alba and Justin Lopez, who have been with us for nearly four years. They tirelessly help organize Lamont athletes, fundraise, chaperone, and even provide transportation when needed. Small acts of love and service like theirs often go unnoticed, but they mean so much to our program and to my family personally. The Lopez family truly serves with “Heart.”
Ms. Korina
 Another standout is Ms. Korina, who somehow balances a new baby, a demanding teaching career, and still finds time to help with fundraising and practices. As one of our main racewalking coaches (alongside my wife), her presence has been vital. On many occasions, without her help, our athletes would not have received the coaching and guidance they needed.
Jimena from Wonderful College
 I also want to recognize Jimena, one of our newest members, whose leadership has been a tremendous blessing. By organizing donations through her workplace, she made it possible for many athletes to attend competitions who otherwise could not have afforded it. She also generously volunteered to drive and chaperone at the AAU Western National Track Championship. My wife and I are deeply grateful for her selfless service.
The Shafter Striders
 Finally, I want to thank the Shafter Strider family. Denise and her husband have been true divisional leaders, managing communication between our executive members and selflessly handling countless responsibilities. Though participation has varied, whenever they commit, they show up ready to serve. We are also blessed by the support of Mr. Garcia and Marco Gutierrez, who are always willing to step in and help with practices and events.

Closing Thoughts
 Each of these individuals and groups, no matter where they come from, make up the heart of KCXC Elite. Their selfless dedication, teamwork, and commitment provide life-changing opportunities for our young athletes. We are beyond grateful for their service and leadership. Together, they truly define what it means to be part of the KCXC Elite family.
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